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around it the protecting mother-arms that
were never but a handsbreadth away ; so
does man in his wilfulness push away the
shielding arms of the divine Mother of
the worlds, only to find, when he turns
back his face, that he has never been
outside their protecting shelter, and that
wherever he may wander that guarding
love is round him still.

The key to this change in the man,
that brings about "forgiveness," is given
in the verse of the Bhagavad-Gttd already
partly quoted : " Even if the most sinful
worship me, with undivided heart, he too
must be accounted righteous, for he hath
rightly resolved'' On that right resolution
follows the inevitable result : " Speedily
he becometh dutiful and goeth to peace. "x
The essence of sin lies in setting the will
of the part against the will of the whole,
the human against the Divine. When this
is changed, when the Ego puts his separate
will into union with the will that works
for evolution, then, in the world where to
will is to do, in the world where effects
are seen as present in causes, the man
1 Loc. tit, ix. 31.